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E.M. News
 American Red Cross

Appoints New President and
CEO. The American Red Cross
Board of Governors has unani-
mously approved Mark W.
Everson, currently serving as
Internal Revenue Service commis-
sioner, to become the next presi-
dent and CEO of the Red Cross,
effective May 29, 2007. Mr.
Everson brings to the Red Cross
an accomplished management
record in both the public and
private sectors. He has served as
the 46th commissioner of the
Internal Revenue Service since
May 5, 2003. In this capacity, he
developed and implemented a five-
year strategic plan for the $10
billion, 100,000-person agency,
which connected vision with
measurable results, as noted by the
Board announcement. Everson
earlier served as deputy director of
the Office of Management and
budget. Learn more.

  Officials Preview $1
Billion Interoperable Commu-
nications Grant Program. A $1
billion, one-time interoperable
communications grant program is
still in the planning stages, but in

advance of the release of program
guidance, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) and
Commerce Department (DOC)
officials were offered a preview of
what to expect. The Public Safety
Interoperable Communications
grant program (PSIC) will help
public safety agencies acquire,
deploy and train on interoperable
communications systems. The
program’s objective is to enhance
first responders’ capabilities with
respect to voice, data and video
interoperability solutions. The
DOC’s National Telecommunica-
tions and Information Administra-
tion is responsible for developing
the grant program guidance and
application and for determining the
distribution formula. DHS will be
handling post-award activities.
Grant guidance and the distribution
formula will be released in mid-
July and will be based on current
DHS risk methodology.  Eligible
entities will include all 50 states,
Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and
four U.S. territories.

 CDC Requests Influenza-
Related Pediatric Mortality
Data. A Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDC)
Health Advisory is requesting that
states report all cases of influenza-
related pediatric mortality for the
2006-07 influenza season, noting
that information collected to date
shows an increase in the number
of pediatric influenza deaths
associated with Staphylococcus
aureus co-infection from previous
years. The alert suggests that
healthcare providers request
bacterial cultures when bacterial
co-infection is suspected. The
CDC requests that all cases of
pediatric influenza-associated
deaths be reported by state health
departments to the CDC. Read the
full advisory.

 Survey Finds Americans
Are Unprepared for a Public
Health Emergency. A recent
survey by the American Public
Health Association (APHA)
indicates that about a third of
Americans have made no prepara-
tions for a public health emer-
gency, and nearly 90 percent have
prepared less than they think they
should.

The survey included 925 adults
and sought the input of several
specific groups, including mothers
with children younger than five,
hourly wage workers, and adults
who have chronic medical condi-
tions. The survey group also polled
120 employers and 150 school
superintendents and interviewed a
small group of regional food bank
administrators and local food
pantry and soup kitchen managers.
Read the key findings. Read the
APHA press release.

 Fact Sheet on Use of
Facemasks and Respirators in
Public Places Issued by CDC.
On May 8, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
issued a fact sheet that provides
information about the use of
facemasks and respirators in public
places during an influenza pan-
demic. Download the fact sheet.

DisasterHelp.gov Transition Message:
In 2007, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) initiated an effort to

expand local, tribal, state and federal community access to trusted, compre-
hensive information sharing networks. This is a multi-phased effort to
provide improved access to trusted, comprehensive information sharing
networks used by local, tribal, state and federal communities. Members of
the emergency response community will participate throughout this effort to
ensure that the ongoing needs of the emergency response community are
met. DHS will transition the restricted portion of the Disasterhelp.gov Web
portal, offering collaboration services and information sharing, onto the
Homeland Security Information Network (HSIN). The transition is expected to
take place in late summer 2007.

Individuals who currently access the public side of the Disasterhelp.gov
Web portal will continue to access the publicly available content at
www.disasterhelp.gov. Registered users will be integrated into HSIN in the
coming months, and DHS will notify them via e-mail in advance of this
migration. Users will be moved to an area within HSIN specifically designed
to continue the Disasterhelp.gov functionality. Disasterhelp.gov users will
have the opportunity to realign themselves within the HSIN environment after
this initial migration. This effort is being managed with a strong emphasis on
practitioner involvement, and future messages regarding this transition are
planned. Questions, comments and other feedback are welcome at
disasterhelp.transition@dhs.gov. (continued on page 27)
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E.M. Resources
 New DVD Issued to Help

Train Health Care Workers to
Provide Respiratory Care
During Disasters. The Agency
for Healthcare Research and
Quality on May 1 released a DVD
titled “Cross Training Respiratory
Extenders for Medical Emergen-
cies (Project XTREME).” The
DVD trains health care profession-
als who are not respiratory care
specialists to provide basic respira-
tory care and ventilator manage-
ment to adult patients in any mass
casualty event.

Possible emergencies when
such auxiliary clinical help may be
necessary are influenza pandemics,
bioterrorist attacks involving
anthrax or other agents, or out-
breaks of severe acute respiratory
illnesses. Principal target groups
for the training are physicians,
physician assistants and nurses. A
free, single copy of the DVD and a
CD-ROM with the report may be
ordered by e-mailing
ahrqpubs@ahrq.hhs.gov.

 Journal Publishes Re-
search on Pediatric and Adult
Disaster Victims. The official
journal of the World Association
for Disaster and Emergency
Medicine, Prehospital and
Disaster Medicine, published
original research, “Do Pediatric
and Adult Disaster Victims Differ?
A Descriptive Analysis of Clinical
Encounters from Four Natural
Disaster DMAT Deployments.”
The analysis from the study
showed nearly 30 percent were

pediatric patients (under 17 years
of age). The four DMAT field
clinics included two conducted
following hurricanes, one following
an earthquake, and one following a
flood. The conclusions reached
showed that “pediatric patients
represent a substantial proportion
of disaster victims at DMAT field
clinics. They often necessitate
special care requirements from
their adult counterparts.” Read the
entire study.

 New Questionnaire Can
Help Hospitals with Emergency
Response Planning. The Agency
for Healthcare Research and
Quality’s (AHRQ) newly released
hospital preparedness question-
naire is designed to allow hospitals
to collect information on how well
prepared they are to deal with a
public health emergency involving
a chemical, biological, radiological,
nuclear or explosive event. “Pre-
paredness for Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, Nuclear and Explo-
sive (CBRNE) Events:  Question-
naire for Health Care Facilities” is
a Web-based, downloadable
questionnaire available here.
AHRQ is not administering the
questionnaire and will not be
collecting data compiled from it. It
is a tool for hospitals and health
care facilities to administer at their
discretion.

 FDA Clears First
Respirators for Use in Public
Health Medical Emergencies.
On May 8, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)

cleared for marketing the first
respirators that can help reduce
the user’s exposure to airborne
germs during a public health
medical emergency, such as an
influenza pandemic. These two
filtering facepiece respirators,
manufactured by 3M Company
(called the 3M Respirator 8612F
and 867-F), will be available to the
public without a prescription. Learn
more.

 HHS Releases Plan for
Development and Purchase of
Medical Countermeasures. The
U.S. Dept. of Health and Human
Services (HHS) recently released
the “Public Health Emergency
Medical Countermeasures Enter-
prise (PHEMCE) Implementation
Plan for Chemical, Biological,
Radiological and Nuclear Threats.”
The document is the department’s
new roadmap for developing and
purchasing medical countermea-
sures and lays out the future
course for prioritizing HHS’
acquisition of vaccines, drugs and
medical diagnostic tests, including
purchases made under Project
BioShield.

The plan was published in the
Federal Register on Apr. 20 and is
posted here. HHS will hold a
Public Health Emergency Medical
Countermeasures Enterprise/
BioShield Stakeholders Workshop
on July 31-Aug. 2 in Washington,
D.C., to provide an opportunity for
feedback and discussion of the
plan. The workshop is an open
meeting.

 CDC Launches New
Home Page and Other Web
Site Improvements. The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) in April unveiled a new look
for the home page and major topic
pages of its Web site. The rede-
signed site has an improved layout,
a more powerful search engine,
and other features to help people
locate needed health and science
information more efficiently. Visit
the new Web site at www.cdc.gov.

  HHS Issues Interim
Guidance for the Use of
Facemasks and Respirators in
Public Settings During an
Influenza Pandemic. The Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services’ (HHS) Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) on May 3 released interim

advice to the public about the use
of facemasks and respirators in
certain public (non-occupational)
settings during an influenza pan-
demic. The interim recommenda-
tions are based on the best judg-
ment of public health experts who
relied in part on information about
the protective value of masks in
healthcare facilities. The guidance
is part of other community preven-
tive measures available here.



The Certified Emergency Manager®

THE CERTIFIED
EMERGENCY
MANAGER®

the ultimate credential
in emergency management

The Certified Emergency Manager®

program was created to raise and maintain
professional standards; it is a program to
certify achievements within the profession.
Any EM professional who meets require-
ments is welcome to participate.

“Emergency managers are vital to preparing
our nation for disasters of any kind. Certifying
1,000 emergency managers in this program is a
significant achievement, and I hope many more
will follow.” – George Foresman, former Under
Secretary for Preparedness, U.S. Dept. of
Homeland Security

“I work in an organization that endorses and
encourages professional certifications. The
CEM® has given me professional credibility in a
very tough professional environment.”

– Jim Cheek, CEM, Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator, United Space Alliance

“The CEM® certification provides emergency
managers with another resource to strengthen
their credibility when making recommendations
to stakeholders.”

– Stacy Peerbolte, CEM, Emergency
Preparedness Planner, U.S. Capitol Police
Department

Distinguish yourself as an
experienced emergency
management professional
by obtaining the Certified
Emergency Manager®

credential.
“The CEM® is the most recognized credential

for emergency managers internationally.
Obtaining the CEM® represents hard work,
expertise and professionalism.”
– David Sullivan, CEM, Past Certification
Commission Chairman

“I believe that CEM® certification will
enhance my ability as the J-3 to work with
local, state, and federal emergency managers,
law enforcement officials, and first responders.”
– Guy C. Swan III, Major General, U.S. Army,
Director of Operations, J-3, for NORTHCOM
and current CEM candidate

The CEM® program is served by a Certfication
Commission made up of emergency manage-
ment professionals, including representatives
from allied fields, educators, military, and
private industry emergency personnel.

Development of the program has been
supported by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA), the National Emergency
Management Association (NEMA), and a host
of allied organizations.

Certification is a peer review process adminis-
tered through the International Association of
Emergency Managers. You need not be a
member of IAEM to be certified.

“As FEMA staff, having
the CEM® gives me
credibility with my state,
community, voluntary
organization and private
sector partners. It shows
that you care about and understand emergency
management at the local level. When you earn
the CEM®, you send a message that you can
manage a comprehensive emergency manage-
ment program in a local jurisdiction.”

– Tom Gilboy, CEM, FEMA Training
Specialist

The Certified Emergency Manager® (CEM)  ~  www.iaem.com



For CEM® program information, visit www.iaem.com or e-mail info@iaem.com.

The Certified Emergency Manager®

program requires...

 Three years of EM experience.
 References.
 Four-year baccalaureate degree, with some

substitution of experience.
 Training: 100 contact hours in EM and 100

contact hours in general management.
 Professional contributions in areas such as

professional membership, speaking, publishing
articles, serving on volunteer boards or commit-
tees, and other areas beyond the scope of EM job
requirements.

 Demonstrate knowledge, skills and abilities
through response to real-life scenarios in the
management essay.

 100-question
multiple-choice exam.

CEM®  Application Process

To register for certification consider-
ation, candiates must complete an
enrollment process. Visit
www.iaem.com to register for the
CEM® program today. Upon enroll-
ment, you will receive an application
booklet that includes detailed instruc-
tions, necessary forms and other
helpful information to aid in successful
certification completion.

Completed application packages will
be accepted at any time. Once creden-
tials are approved by the Commission,
the examination must be passed.

“My CEM® designation
was a key factor toward
documenting my personal
competency and experience
in all matters relating to
emergency management when I was appointed as a Regional
Administrator for FEMA. I recommend the CEM® program to other
emergency managers as the way to document an independent third party
review and certification of an individual’s professional knowledge and the
competency that is required to be a successful emergency manager in
today’s complicated world.”

 – William E. Peterson, CEM, FEMA Region 6 Director

“CEM® certification provides recognition that an individual understands
all of the nuances associated with the skill set required of the profession.
While many people have an in-depth knowledge of some of the skills or
programs comprising EM, the CEM® certification carries with it a degree
of respect and acknowledgement of professional competency.”

– Peter  Poell, CEM, Deputy Director, U.S. Dept. of Labor

“I strongly recommend the CEM® program to others, because it is what
truly sets you apart from your peers. Having worked in emergency
management for nearly 20 years at various levels of government and in
the private sector, my ability to distinguish myself in the job applicant
pool is due in large part to having those 3 letters after my name: CEM®.”

– Steve Charvat, CEM, Emergency Management Director, University of
Washington

“My company encourages, supports and lists all employees who have
various professional and technical qualifications and proudly lists my
CEM® as one of their qualifications for doing special work with the
government and the private sector. If you work in emergency services, I
can’t think of a more important step to take to elevate your private or
public service and your professional career.”

– Kay C. Goss, CEM, Senior Advisor for Safety & Security Government
Solutions, Electronic Data Systems Corporation (EDS) and Former
Director of Training, FEMA
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International Association of Emergency Managers Emergency Management & Homeland Security Expo

EMEX Looks to the Future:
The Emergency Management &
Homeland Security Expo
Reaches out to Asia

Expanding EMEX Worldwide
By Clay D. Tyeryar, MAM, CAE, Staff Executive & EMEX Manager,
International Association of Emergency Managers

The International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), organizers of
the top expo in the United States featuring significant suppliers to the emergency
management and homeland security profession, will be expanding its influence
with EMEX ASIA – targeted for late 2008.

The information, products, and services the EM industry offers are vital in
today’s high-threat world, and EMEX has been offering the best opportunity in
the United States to reach state and local first responders and emergency
managers who need these resources in order to save lives and protect property.
The Emergency Management & Homeland Security Expo (EMEX) has drawn
large crowds annually and continues to grow by offering a strong educational
conference, expo, and networking opportunities.

Opportunities in Asia
Show organizers in Asia have requested the assistance and participation of

IAEM, offering potential marketing opportunities for the EM industry in Shanghai,
Beijing, and Singapore as potential venues for EMEX ASIA. Additionally, I have
met in Shanghai with Victor Bai, IAEM National Representative for China, to
explore the association’s options in China. This program would support IAEM’s
continuing international expansion effort.

Survey of Suppliers in the EM Industry
EMEX exhibitors were surveyed in early 2007 to determine their interest in

participating in an EM-focused trade show and educational conference, spon-
sored and co-presented by IAEM in China. IAEM wanted to determine the level
of industry support for an EM-focused event in this part of the world. Response to
date has been favorable.

After further examination, an event in late 2008 in Shanghai would have the
support of the Chinese government and local Shanghai EM officials, as well as
the U.S. Foreign Commercial Service and other organizations, including the Gold
Key Matchmaking Service.

Let Us Know of Your Interest
IAEM is weighing the alternatives and defining the most suitable venues for

an EMEX ASIA conference and expo. By mid-year 2007, it is our intent to have a
strategy in place. Interested parties should contact me at ctyeryar@iaem.com to
be added to our EMEX ASIA e-mail list for updated news about plans for an
event in 2008.

China Market Overview
Market demand in China’s safety and security
industry is growing rapidly, and has expanded
from its traditional base in the financial,
customs, police and airport sectors to the
construction, transportation and education
fields. In 2003, the Chinese safety and
security equipment market was USD $7
billion, with expected growth as high as 20%
per year. Industry experts estimate that by
2020 China’s safety and security market will
reach USD $30 billion.

Concept for EMEX ASIA 2008
The concept for the inaugural EMEX ASIA
event, with a target date of Fall 2008, would
include:

Exhibitors and Visitors
• Leaders of EM organizations and associa-
tions at home and abroad.
 • Leaders and officers of related national and
municipal government bureaus.
 • Professionals of scientific research organi-
zations, instrument producers, and service
providers from related areas.
 • Professionals of public relation organiza-
tions, consultants, and foundations.
 • Professionals of public security, fire control,
and civil defense.
•  Professionals and buyers from finance,
health care, file system, and related areas.
 • Students of related areas, social workers,
and volunteers.

Products and Services
• Rescue aids, lifesaving devices, and
auxiliary and medical rescue devices.
• Monitor systems, gateway control systems,
and biological recognition systems.
• Fire control products and technique, safety
inspection equipment, and explosion probe
and treating devices.
• Personal protection devices, police protec-
tion devices, and safe production materials.
•  Anti-terrorism autos and specialized secure
autos.
• Traffic safety management systems, public
broadcast systems, and emergency communi-
cation systems.
•  Emergency management related products
and services.

IAEM is a non-profit organization consisting of 3,000+ EM professionals from local, state and federal governments,
military, private industry, and volunteer organizations. IAEM has consistently promoted the goals of saving lives and
protecting property during emergencies and disasters since its founding in 1952 as the U.S. Civil Defense Council.

Clay D. Tyeryar, MAM, CAE
Staff Executive/EMEX Manager

201 Park Washington Court
Falls Church, Virginia 22046

PH 703.538.1795, ext. 6
FX 703.241.5603

ctyeryar@iaem.com
www.iaem.com ~ www.emex.org

Booth reservations are being
accepted now for...

EMEX 2007
The Silver Legacy

Reno, Nevada, USA
www.emex.org

mailto:ctyeryar@iaem.com
mailto:ctyeryar@iaem.com
http://www.iaem.com
http://www.emex.org
http://www.emex.org



